LETTERS ON MANY SUBJECTS       109

type from the North, and the monsters developed from
ancient autochthonous types. A few weak representatives
were left, of both types; but the old magnificent fauna com-
pletely vanished; and why we can not say, any more than
we can explain why the Eoman so completely failed per-
manently to leave North Africa to his descendants.

Of course there is a small side trouble, due to our termin-
ology. All species of animals of course ultimately disap-
pear, some because their kind entirely dies out, and some
because the species is transformed into a wholly different
species, degenerate or not; but in our nomenclature we make
no distinction between the two utterly different kinds of
"disappearance." So it is, of course, with nations. I
really believe that people sometimes think of "new" na-
tions as being suddenly created out of nothing; they cer-
tainly speak as if they were not aware that the newest
and the oldest nations and races must of course have iden-
tically the same length of racial pedigree. They talk, more-
over, of the "destruction" of the inhabitants of Mexico,
and of the "destruction" of the inhabitants of Tasmania,
as if the processes were alike. In Tasmania the people
were absolutely destroyed; none of their blood is left. But
the bulk of the blood of Mexico, and a part of the blood of
the governing classes of Mexico (including Diaz), is that
of the Mexicans whom Cortez and his successors con-
quered. In the same way Australia and Canada and the
United States are "new" commonwealths only in the sense
that Syracuse and Gyrene were new compared with Athens
and Corinth.

Another thing that makes one feel irritated is the way
that people insist on speaking as if what has occurred dur-
ing the last three or four hundred years represented part
of the immutable law of nature. The military supremacy of
the whites is an instance in point. From the rise of the
Empire of Genghis Khan to the days of Selim, the Mongol
and Turkish tribes were unquestionably the military su-
periors of the peoples of the Occident, and when they came
into conflict it was the former who almost always appeared